First News

First Lutheran Church
Freeport, IL 61032

THROUGH WORSHIP AND LOVING SERVICE,
WE MAKE CHRIST KNOWN TO ALL

Volume 35 #15 May 1, 2009

Fourth Sunday of Easter
MC(Y an _3r'd

Jesus is the Good Shepherd. John's gospel message is full of
such images. The good shepherd, the light of the world, the vine
(and we are the branches), the gate for the sheep, the bread of
life. John seems to love allegory! But Jesus turns symbols into
action. I KNOW my sheep. T GIVE them eternal life. Jesus is
the embodiment of God's actual love for humankind, and not just
some symbolic figure,

In seeing Jesus in this way - as an active, creative embodiment
of God's real love - there is a hint about true religious life: being
symbolic in our public practice of religion is not enough. To call
ourselves Christian requires that we put our belief and our faith
into action. Inthe gospel text for this Sunday, the two actions
Jesus claims as the good shepherd are matched by two actions
he ascribes to the sheep: My sheep HEAR my voice, and they FOLLOW me.

To the degree that we put God's love into practice, we are living a Christian life. So the text from
John's gospel puts the question to us all: In your religious life, are you just an allegory, or are you
for real?

With you in Christ,

Rev. Kurt Hansen, Interim Pastor



Church.

Aubrey Olson is recuperating at home following surgery last week.

Our sympathy to the family of Rev. Richard Jenkins-Wright, Rev. Wright died on
April 25,2009, Services will be held at noon this Saturday, May 2, at Mount Calvary

Becky & Bernie Leopold would like to thank the members of the congregation for their cards, prayers, and
support following the death of Becky's father, Virgil Bowers.

Care Givers give emotional support when a member is in need. If you know of anyone who could benefit from

a Care Giver's visit, contact Krys Brose (815-233-4410).

From the Volunteer Coordinator - No person can do everything, but each one can do something.

PASTORAL CALL UPDATE!

The results are inl In case you didn't hear it
through the grapevine, last week's Pastoral Call
Vote produced an overwhelming majority in favor
of calling Pastor Keith Johnson to be our next
pastor, As of Thursday, the official "Letter of
Call" was hand delivered to our Synod Bishop,
bearing the signatures of the Executive
Committee. After the Bishop signs of f, we expect
that Pastor Keith will receive the letter by the
first of next week. He will then have 30 days o
accept the call, Based on conversations, we believe
he will accept quickly. He will then notify his
current congregation and set a departure date
with them. Depending on moving dates and other
details, we hope that he will be able 1o begin his
ministry af First sometime in mid to late June.

WEVE MOVED - The
. church nursery has moved
~. and is now located upstairs
beside the Pre
K/Kindergarten class room.
The nursery is available at
both the 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. worship services.

A TIME TO PLANT.. Are you interested in
supporting the beautification plantings around the
church? There will be a short get-together to
discuss plans, possibilities and plants this Sunday,
May 3, 9:30 a.m. during the Fellowship time.

NEEDED!

The high school youth are in need of your help!!
Are you crafty? Do vyou knit? Sew? Do
woodworking? How about baking?? We are looking
for a variety of great things to auction off at the
annual Mother's Day auction. Let's see how
creative we can be. This auction helps fund the
youth's mission trip and has always been a fun
time. Gordy will again be the auctioneer, and along
with the special donations... we will need our church
family to fil! the room in order for it to be a
success. Please plan o attend, and better yet,
bring a friend. If you have any questions or would
like to donate, please call ~ Jackie Meiborg 815-
238-0403.

SUNDAY SCHOOL REMINDER - Two/Three Year
Olds - Fourth Grade students will be singing
during the prelude at the 10:45 a.m. service this
Sunday, May 3. Students will remain in their
classrooms until it is time to sing.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TEAM MEETINGS

The CE Team is now meeting regularly on the first
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 pm. in the
Martin Luther room. We welcome all members to
join us with your thoughts and ideas to help keep
our CE programs active and growing. If you have
any questions or comments, but cannot make the
meeting, contact Bill Castle at 815-232-4153 or
liamcast67@msn.com.



KNITTING GROUP - All knitters, crocheters, and
those wishing to learn how, are welcome to come
to the next gathering of the knitting group on
Saturday, May 2 from 10:00 a.m, - 12:0C p.m. in
the Lounge. You may bring your own project to
work on or work on a variety of service projects
which include prayer shawls, children's sweaters,
hats, and scarves.

READING GROUP - The women's reading group
will meet on Saturday, May 9 from 10:00 - 11:00
a.m. to share our thoughts on the first book
selected, "Angels & Demons," by Dan Brown. The
group is flexible - if you wish to read this book,
come join us on May 9. If not, perhaps the next
book will be more to your liking. Suggestions for
books to read are always welcome. Contact Ruth
Wardlow or Jan Butterfield if you would like more
information.

TASTING BEE - Thank you to everyone who
attended the Tasting Bee and special thanks to all
who provided food, table settings, and helped out
in the kitchen! If you were unable to attend but
would like to purchase a booklet with all the
recipes, they will be on sale this Sunday for $2.00
each, or by contacting Ruth Wardlow or Jan
Butterfield.

PROJECT WORKDAY - Project Workday will meet
this month on Thursdays, May 14 and 28 from
10:00 a.m, - 3:00 p.m. in the Martin Luther Room.
Come down for part or all of the day. We are still
collecting items for health kits for Lutheran
World Relief. Donations of hand towels,
washcloths, bath-size soap, wide-tooth combs, and
nhail clippers may be left in the WELCA box
located near the mailboxes. Thank you for your
support.

A MESSAGE FROM MISSIONPLUS
INVESTMENTS - Just about everyone could use
a boost these days. So we've added .50% to our
rates on MissionPlus investments. Along with a
great rafe, you enjoy checkbook availability, a Visa
debit card, and the freedom to add to your

investment anytime. What's more, you get the
added satisfaction of helping to build your church.
That's because the money you invest helps the
Mission Investment Fund make loans to ELCA
congregations and related ministries for building
and renovation projects. To invest, visit
elca.org/mif or call 877-886-3522. But hurry,
this promotion ends July 1, 2009.

HERE WE STAND - LUTHERAN DAY 2009

Since 2004, Lutheran Day has provided Lutherans
from across Illinois the opportunity to build
relationships with public officials and each other,
as well as demonstrate Lutherans’ involvement in
their communities as citizens and as leaders of
charitable organizations meeting human needs.
This year, Lutheran Day will be held on May 6 in
Springfield.  For more information go to

www.|lutheranday.org.

CONGRATULATIONS

Harriett Gustason was the honored
guest at the Stephenson County
Historical Society's annual dinner on
April 23. She was honored for her
unwavering devotion to preserving local
history. Friends (including the famous
“lunch bunch"), family, co-workers and
society members atfended. Freeport
Mayor George Gaulrapp proclaimed April 23 as
"Harriett Gustason Day" in Freeport.

Jan Butterfield was honored as a "Women of
Excellence” nominee at the Women of Excellence
Recognition Dinner on April 29. The nominees
were recognized for excelling in leadership,
achievement and concern for quality of life
through their volunteer activities. Jan had two
tables of supporters at the dinner which included
her husband, Brian, the Mary Circle, and the
Workday ladies.

We're proud of you Harriett and Jan!
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST

MAY 3 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. Worship Services
9:30 a.m. Sunday School & Catechism Classes

Monday 4:30 p.m. Neighborhood Youth Ministry
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts
Wednesday 1:00 p.m. Care Givers Meeting

1:00 p.m. NW Conference Pastor's Text Study
6:3C p.m. CE Team
Thursday 11:00 a.m. OWLS to Dogwood Inn
6:30 p.m. Kids of the Kingdom & Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Celebration Choir Rehearsal
Saturday 6:30 a.m. MBA at Big Apple
10:00 a.m. Reading Group
5:00 p.m. Worship Service

THE PARISH RECORD
April 25-26 Saturday 5:00-18 Sunday 8:15-136 10:45-80 Total~234 Sunday School-39 Offerings $4,549.00
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